INTRODUCTION
WE are constantly deluding ourselves with the notion
that things are new, when, in truth, we are but repeating
the experiences of former generations and treading the
paths which they long since have trod.
The dictatorships of our time came into being on the
morrow of the day when President Wilson enjoined us
to 'make the world safe for democracy5. The victory of
the Allies was universally hailed as a triumph for the
democratic spirit in all its varied forms. Amid the din
of falling thrones, three empires came crashing to the
ground. The monarchical system, by which the control
of the State is vested in one sole person, seemed doomed
to extinction. Who would have dreamt that one-man
rule would ever come into its own again?
When the first dictator came upon the scene, his advent
was greeted with incredulity. A few days, men prophesied,
would surely set a term to his dominion. In France, one
politician went the length of publicly deriding him as
a comic-opera Caesar. And then, when the fashion
seemed to be spreading, people consoled themselves with
the belief that, if it was an epidemic, it would assuredly
stop short at the frontiers of the Greater Powers, of those
countries which had a liberal tradition at the back of
them, and a firmly established progressive wing. As for
inflation and debased currencies, these things, though
not unknown, were looked upon as evils proper to im-
poverished, primitive or ill-governed communities. It
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